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tremendous maide.”

Doris Mager fopka, founder
of Save Our fican Raptors,
flew to Alasksh Westra and
Shaw; Mary Aidark, a wildlife
rehabilitation ter in Osteen;
and Jeff Wingostal service
worker in Orlai

The group std info a scene
of mass confusyhere scores of
less fortunate nteers bedded
down on a chi floor, slept in
cars or rentedms in private
homes. Exxonrided the Cen-
tral Florida g with a motel
room after it arl Saturday.

Mager, knois “The Eagle
Lady,” expecto clean birds.
Since the tanExxon Valdez
spilled 240,000cels of oil into
Prince Willianund on March
24, about 22(ds have been
brought to thelez rescue cen-
ter. But the voiers were badly
needed in the: center, where
cleaning is moporious.

Rescued oftare brought to
the center for ning and medi-
ecal treatmentr being netted
by fishermenl delivered by

helicopter andcks. Sea otters
have short, thiustrous fur that
keeps them w in the frigid
ocean. nl ruthis insulation
and many otie ffer from hypo-
thermia when |arrive.

The Floridainteers pitched
in with everytifrom drying ot-
ters with hair rs to scrubbing
their cages anling pails with
water and Davishwashing de-
tergent. Outfitin rain gear do-
nated by an fndo company,
they were dud ‘“‘the yellow
slicker brigade

Otters are sed and stretched
out on a rope above a drain
while a five-ph team scrubs
each oily pelth warm water
and Dawn. “Ite shampooing
your hair,”’ salager, “but it
could take twoirs to do one

FIorlda seeks;_

would be disastmusly inadequate in the face of a
assive spill, state officials plan to fly to Alaska on
Sunday to learn how to be better prepared.

A three-person team dlspatched by Gov. Bob
Martinez will spend five days in Alagka, meeting
_with state officials and visiting Valdez — the town
hardest hit by the Mareh 24 spﬂl — and Cordova,
' also damaged and Home to a major fish hatchery.

“We ought to be able to glean some practical and
worthwhile knowledge from thisitrip.” said “Eslus

' 11 spill cleanup pians '

Whitfield, environmental pohcy coordmator for thﬂ
governor’s office. : -

The visiting team will foeus on six areas: How
well and qulckiy Alaskan officmis responded to the

Iesson m Alaska s d:saster |

240 000- barrel tanker spill; what cleanup technol-

-ogy they used that might work in Florida; how the

~cleanup techniques addressed environmental con-
cerns; what the economic impacts are; the way var-
ious. 1nterests cooperated; and how Florlda Lould
-change its cleanup plans.

-After a major oil spill off Mexico spread oil along
Texas beaches several years ago, visiting Florida of-

"ﬁmals learned that oily sand can be hidden beneath

several inches of clean sand, concealing the extent

of -the damage. That information helped in 1987

when crews had to clean a 100,000- galion spﬁI ol
Jacksonvﬂle Beach
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animal.”
It takes another four hours to
blow-dry an otter. '
Feeding is a constant task.
“There’s a good possibility that
even though we're feeding them,
they're starving to death because
their insides are so oiled,” said
Shaw.
_ Despite heroic efforts death is a

Cindy Wesira, 37, and four other
Central Florida volunteers went tc
Alaska to help wildlife injured by

2| the oil spill. Here are excerplts

*

28| from Westra's diary:

prominent specter, affecting vol-
unteers long after an otter is car-
ried away in a plastic bag. Mager
wonders about the fate of an otter
with “personality plus™ that was
seriously ill when she left.

Back at home, the wildlife res-
cue workers are trying to take
care of Florida’s own. Shaw has
cages full ot new problems in her

east Orange County back yard.
There’s a crippled sandhill crane,
a one-eyed screech owl, a red-
shouldered hawk unable to fly
and a paralyzed skunk. On Thurs-
day afternoon a mockingbird
probably poisoned by pesticide
died despite medicine and a heat-

.Aprll Y
The loss here is profound"' All we have
learned in the past years is to be
utilized now to help heal the damage man
has done. :
- We are needed here. Not for the short - -
. term that. we.expected of one week. .It's
| _not Jjust otters and birds as we were
; thinking. Deer are now sick from the
i kelp;
in danger along with foxes, bears,
“rrgolves and other mammals
-national disaster-of-tremendous

eagles and other blrds 'of prey are

This is a

ing pad. = .magnitude. = =

“To us that bird is as important = = There are no acc:Ldents in this
as an otter,” said Shaw. “These O _ _.____un:.verse - - we are here for a reason.
birds are like the canary to the : = Mobile units are being constructed
miner. Theyre trying fo tell us “‘now - - they need experienced wildlife

somethlng We Just have to lis-
ten,”

The team oi bl Fioncfa resi-
dents who heltescue Alaskan
wildiife recejveany donations
of equipment .money. They
were outfitted bterproof gear
donated by théazon Hose &
Rubber Co. Puthd Winn-Dixie
contributed Dawtergent, Walt
Disney World thin some tow-
els, and veteriins provided

How to help

_ety, the Carlise Crane Co. and the '
~ Tomax Corp. ;
_ their costs. Donations can be sent

= medic-ineg Plane tg -~ at $590 Pickett Road, Orlando, Fla. 32820.

a person — were pald for by - -
merous contributors, including

Wayne Densch Inc., Frank Hub-
bard, the Orlando Humane Seci-

The volunteers, however need
additional donations to defray

to Back to Nature, 19625 Lake

___wanes.
effort - - it is an effort that for
"every life we save we are worklng toward

" "fhe preservation of the species. .

“We will fight hard for their little

:mlives, each and every -one of them. As I

..look.into their terror-filled eyes, I.

. _see that they are innocent victims of

. man's doing. Their food is deadly and

; will be for some time. We are very

_ wanted here,
~ find our spot.

”péﬁplé Whoever'gdéS”baék”must‘keep up

. wvolunteers are needed as enthus:;asgn e

Tt is not a futile or token

and I have only beg'un to"
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