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Wildlife rehabilitators
help injured animals

By Joe Mosby
Qutdoor Editor

Cindy Westra wants to weave a
web — a network of wildlife reha-
bilitators who can work with each
other and with public agencies to
help sick and injured birds and
animals.

The Jacksonville, Ark., resident
is one of the founders of Florida-
based Back to Nature Wildlife, She
moved from Orlando to Jacksen-
ville last August when her husband
took a job as a research scientist
with the U.S. Air Force.

Licensed by state and federal
authorities, Westra said the goal of
helping wildlife goes far beyond
mending broken legs and wings or
administering antidotes to poisons
picked up in the wild. Eduecating
the public about wildlife is a neces-
sity, she said.

Back to Nature Wildlife is educa-
tional in its functions along with
the rehabilitating work.

“We have a woman in Bald
Knob, Martha Swain, who is set-
fing up some acreage as a wildlife
center. An adjoining landowner
has offered to let her use 18 more
acres if she needs it, too,” Westra
said.

Arkansas has licensed wildlife re-
habilitators living in many parts of
the state now. Nearly all work in
conjunction with Karen Yaich, ur-
ban and nongame wildlife special-
ist with the state Game and Fish
Commission, and many of the
wildlife rehab workers give public
programs on birds and animals,
especially to school groups.
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